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“It's easy to stay young and
so hard to become immortal”

‘tribute to Rodgers and Hart 1935’



JUR AR Homo heidelbergensis |
4" AT 700,000 years ago ?

r, ot . : : AN

Wallace Line s =

.
.,_g._--.-;f

-I;"-J_-*i






original adverse environment
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the key to understand ageing is
why our bodies accumulate
damage and ultimately fail
whereas our genes are maintained
INn successive generations’

‘Disposable soma’ Kirkwood 1976
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fitness

Investments in damage and repair
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nowadays affluent environmer

Longevity revolution




proportion of deaths
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Oldest ﬁ;ge at which at least 50% of a birth cohort is still alive ir
countries

Country Year

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 200
Canada 102 102 103 103 103 104 104 10
Denmark 99 99 100 100 101 101 101 10
France 102 102 103 103 103 104 104 10
Germany 9 100 100 100 101 101 101 10
[taly 102 102 102 103 103 103 104 10
Japan 104 105 105 105 106 106 106 10
Netherlands 100 100 100 100 101 101 101 10

United Kingdom 100 101 101 101 102 102 103 10
United States 101 102 102 103 103 103 104 10
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- ti e incustrialized world, birth rates are falling and pec | Hle are living
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